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Union  among  ourselves.’' — If  we 
had  only  union  aniong  ourselves,  says 
bvery  flippant,  voluble  democrat,  you  talk 
to — if  we  had  only  union  arhong  ourselves  1 
And  suppose  we  had,  what  then  ?  Would 
the  w  ar  go  on  better  ?  O,  yes !  a  great 
deal,  a  great  deal  better. 

This  is  another  olf  those  captivating  so¬ 
phisms,  which  weak  men  are  very  apt  to 
take  upon  trust;  but  which,  as  applieti  to 
the  United  States,  at  the  present  tirrie,  is 
most  ridiculously  absurd;  and  is  resorted 
to,  simply,  because  our  feeble  administra¬ 
tion  have  nothing  to  delude  their  followers 
with,  but  these  pitiful  pretences. 

The  irreat  men  of  the  earth — the  states- 
men  and  heroes  of  all  ages,  Claim  and1)!>- 
tain  adrifiiration,  because  their  achieve¬ 
ments  have  been  greater  than  their  means. 
We  admire  them,  because  with  means, 
apparently  incompetent,  they  have  per¬ 
formed  wonders ;  and  yet  we  support 
James  Madison,  and  extol  him  to  the 
skies,  although  with  abundant  means,  he 
has  accomplished  nothing  /He  has  had  in 
bis  employment,  perhaps,  seventy  thou¬ 
sand  men*  He  has  expended,  perhaps, 
One  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of 
MONEY.  His  operations  have  covered 
with  disgrace  and  infamy,  himself,  his  ca¬ 
binet,  and  his  country.  And  the  excuse 
We  hear  tor  this  unexampled,  this  abomi¬ 
nable  waste  of  blooil,  of  money,  and  of 
national  character,  is,  “  O,  if  rve  had  only 
among  anrsehesP 


Now,  let  us  suppose,  w  e  had  union  among 
ourselves ;  let  us  suppose  that  the  ferle-  f 
ralists  were  all  turned  democrats,  and  war^ 
men,  and  Madisonians.  '  Let  us  suf>po8C, 
they  have  become  just  such  siipjiortere 
govefmnent,  as  its  present  retainers  ai^ 
known  to  be ;  and  surely  nothing  more 
can  be  desired  by  the  utmost  folly  of  de¬ 
mocracy.  Well,  here  we  are  !  All  unitedl 
All  democrats !  All  Madisonians !  And 
now  what  is  gding  to  happen,  1  should 
like  to  know  ? 

Will  this  great  revolution  in  opinion 
make  Mr.  Madison  a  wiser,  or  better  man, 
than  he  was  before  ?  Will  it  m.ake  Gal¬ 
latin  less  a  Frenchman  ?  Will  it  make 
Annstrong  a  greater  secretary  /  Or  Wil¬ 
kinson  a  greater  general  ?  Will  it  make 
those  fight,  who  do  not  know  how  I  Will 
it  make  those  brave,  who  had  no  hearts 
before  ?  Will  our  campaigns  l>e  better 
olaniied  ?  Our  armies  better  disciplined  ? 
The  commissary  department  better  regu^ 
iated  ? 

Supiwse  we  had  been  all  united,  at  the 
outset;  suppose  we  had  all,  according  tothe 
true  orthodox  example,  so  nobly  set  us  by 
democrats;  suppose  we  had  all  kept  our- 
sel  V  es  at  home,  or  gone  out,  regularly  every 
» lay,  dt  twelve  o’clock,  in  front  of  Tammany 
Hall,  huzzaing  for  Armstrong  and  war, 
for  liberty  and  Wilkinson,  for  Kentucky 
Old  sailors’  rights,  for  Tennesse  and  com¬ 
merce,  for  Madison  and  taxes— suppose 
all  this  abominable  folly  in  the  discreet 
men,  who  constitute  the  fedteral,  party  : 
and  what  then  ? 

Would  Hull  liave  kept  Detroit  ? 

Would  Perry  have  l>een  beaten  on  Lah;# 
Erie  ? 

Would  Chauncey  have  been  penned  up 
by  Y  eo  ? 

\youId  Wilkinson  have  been  lets  of  « 

ametl  fungus  ?” 
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Would  the  British  have  continued  at  |  the  British  were  too  powerful  to  render 
Prescott,  instead  of  following  him  ?  safe  for  them  to  remain  there,  even  on  our 

Would  Wilkinson  have  arrived  at  owi  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Montreal  ?  What  a  picture  I  who  is  there  that  can 

Would  the  Niagara  frontier  have  been  without  indignation  contemplate  millions 
secured  ?  of  pubtic  projierty  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 

In  one  word,  what  would  have  happen-  and  on  our  own  territory!  But  the  loss  of 
ed,  that  has  not  happened  ?  How  could  property  might  be  endured — in  the  present 
union  among  ourselves,  have  altered  the  extravagant  profusion  of  public  wealth, 
matter,  in  any  one  particular  ?  in  the  present  >vreck  of  individual  fortunes, 

Matlisonand  Armstrong  never  complain-  in  the  general  thaw,  in  the  universal  dis- 
ed,  but  that  they  had  men ;  aye,  enough  solution  of  the  national  resources,  now, 
and  enough !  By  the  bye,  if  they  had  not,  when  millions  are  not  of  half  the  account 
why  did  they  not  stay  where  they  were?  that  hundreds  itsrr/  to  be,  the  wanton  sacri- 
Why  quit  the  shores  of  the  N  iagara  ?  W  hy  fice  of  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars,  might 
venture  down  the  St.  Lawrence?  To  say  be  too  insignificant  an  item  for  considera- 
that  the  want  of  “  union  among  ourselves”  (ion.  But  who  can  behold  the  gallant 
prevented  them  from  getting  men  enough  soldier,  obliged  to  scamper  with  nothing 
for  their  grand  expedition,  is  to  say,  that  but  the  simple  contents  of  his  knapsack, 
they  had  not  men  enough  to  warrant  the  to  depend  upon  for  subsistence,  in  his  long 
expedition;  it  is  to  charge  them  with  a  march  back  to  the  place  he  started  from 
crime,  for  which  they  would  hang  Hull,  or  last  fall,  without  emotion  ?  Is  this  degrad- 
Wilkinson,  or  any  body  else,  if  they  could  ed,  this  humble  instrument,  deprived  even 
have  their  way.  Either  they  had  men  of  the  solace  of  confiding  in  the  skill  of 
enough,  and  then  all  the  “  union,”  we  his  commander — is  this  spirit-broken  be- 
coiild  possibly  be  guilty  of,  would  not  have  ing  to  be  raised  up  again  to  the  dignity  of 
mended  the  matter;  or  else  they  had  not  a  soldier’s  daring  ?  Believe  it  not,  hope  it 
men  enough,  and  then  they  would  deserve  not.  Confidence  is  as  necessary  to  the 
a  halter,  for  their  misconduct,  in  descend-  soldier,  as  stomach  is  to  the  glutton, 
ing  the  St.  Lawrence.  Happy  however  was  he,  that  coulfl  run. 

Madison  and  Armstrong  had  men  But  the  sick  and  dying  I  what  shall  w  e  say 
enough,  surely.  If  they'  had  not  enough,  of  them  ?  Alas !  if  all  human  charity  be 
with  all  the  loans,  and  treasury  notes,  and  not  dead,  in  the  liearts  of  men ;  if  all  ten- 
taxes  w'e  have  witnessed,  God  help  us  derness  for  our  fellow  beings,  for  our  coun- 
when  they  shall  have  enough,  I  say.  But  try  men  in  arms,  be  not  frozen  in  the 
they  had  credit,  government  had  not  be-  once  generous  bosoms  of  Americans,  it’ 
come  bankrupt;  the  Manhattan  Bank  judgment  be  not  fled  to  brutish  breasts ; 
were  willing,  ami  1  believe  able,  though  I  if  men  have  kepi  their  reason,  who  sliall 
do  not  exactly  know,  to  pay  their  draughts,  picture  to  himself  the  poor  soldier,  smart- 
71^  had  money  enough  then.  ing  under  the  torture  of  his  frozen  limbs, 

Men  enough  !  money  enough  !  and  burning  with  fever;  writhing  under  rheu- 
away  they  went,  all  cock-a-whoop,  for  the  matic  torments ;  with  wounds,  deep  and 
conquest  of  Canada.  dangerous,  wounds  that  have  not  yet  ceased 

Their  conquest  consisted  in  leaving  the  to  bleed ;  who  shall  behold  him,  even  in 
Niagara  frontier  to  be  desolated,  while  fancy,  creeping  from  his  hard  and  desolate 
they  cooped  themselves  up,  at  French  bed  of  straw,  wrapping  his  scanty  blanket 
Mills — their  conquest  was  effected  by  around  his  feeble,  hb  dbeased,  his  shiver- 
running  away  from  French  Mills,  because  ing  body,  and  huddled,  packed  close,  w  ith 
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many  oiher3)  more  tortured  perhaps  than 
hiinseif,  in  an  open  sleigh,  exposed  to 
'  the  inclemencies  of  a  frightful  climate — 
who  shall  behold  this  scene  without  hor¬ 
ror!  who  shall  be  able  to  contain  the 
^wrath  that  swells  his  honest,  his  ()atriotic 
heart  ?  Foyow,  1  beseech  you,  though  it 
be  but  with  the  mind’s  eye,  follow  the  un- 
faappy  victim  of  governmental  insanity, 
but  a  few  miles  on  his  fatal  journey  ; 
behold  the  pale  influence  of  death  on 
his  hollow  cheek;  behold  his  sunken 
eyes,  retiring  from  the  light  of  the  sun ; 
listen  to  the  piteous  moans,  to  the 
convulsive  groans  that  issue,  in  hollow 
and  awful  agony  from  his  dying  bo¬ 
dy  ;  and  if  perchance,  and  before  his 
tongue  has  forgotten  its  othce,  you  hear 
him  sending  up  his  curses  to  the  throne  of 
judgment,  partake  not,  I  conjure  you,  in 
tluir  guilt  w  ho  have  forced  these  curses 
out ;  partake  not  in  it,  by  defending,  by 
supf)orling  tliem.  Think  not  of  glutting 
their  insatiable  fury,  by  offering  up  a  new 
and  greater  sacrifice  of  blood  to  their  am¬ 
bition  and  ignorance !  The  curse  of  God  is 
upon  them;  shun,  avoid  themasyou  would 
pestilence;  as  you  would  your  souls’ eter¬ 
nal  misery. 

Such  are  tlie  exploits  of  our  statesmen  ! 
Such  the  achievements  of  those  w  ho  lead 
our  w^arriors  to  battle!  Such  men  may 
well  feel  the  necessity  of  offering  a  hun¬ 
dred  AND  TWENTY-FOUR  DOLLARS,  AND 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  ACRES  OF  LAND, 

to  tempt  even  the  hardihood  of  patriotism, 
to  enlist  under  their  banners ;  for  the  price 
they  pay,  is  the  price  of  blood  !  it  is  not 
the  price  service  ;  it  is  the  price  of  life. 
And  so  it  ought  to  be. 

And  now,  what  is  their  vindication? 
What  their  apology?  They,  who  have 
squandered  so  much  blood,  money,  and  na¬ 
tional  character — what  is  their  excuse? 
“  O,  f  rve  were  hd  united  among  ourselves  /” 
And  if  wx  were,  the  only  result  that  could 
be  expected,  would  be,  that  still  more 
blood,  still  more  money,  still  m«re  cha¬ 
racter  would  be  sqnaqdeitHl. 


The  house  built  upon  the  sand  is  not 
more  secure,  though  the  sand  be  raised 
mountain  high. 

The  spendthrift  who  sees  thousands  and  • 
tens  of  thousands  before  him,  will  be  a 
l>eggar  at  last,  as  certainly  as  he,  whose 
inheritance  consists  but  of  hundreds. 

The  ignorance  and  impotence,  which 
have  squandered  a  hundred  millions  of 
money,  and  thirty  thousand  lives,  will  not 
give  a  better  account  of  double  the  amount 
of  both. 

Genius  and  talent  turn  small  things  to 
great  account.  Ignorance  and  folly  de¬ 
stroy  all  that  is  committed  to  their  cai’e. 

We  have  lost  men  enough;  w^e  hay© 
lost  money  enough;  if  uiiMm  nmong  our¬ 
selves,  would  have  the  effect  of  commit¬ 
ting  a  still  graater  ijuantity  of  lK)ih  to 
the  weak  and  despicable  men,  who  have 
proved  themselves  inadequate  to  great 
enterprises,  then  let  us  ardently  pray,  that 
such  a  union,  destructive  as  it  must  be, 
of  w  hat  is  yet  left,  may  never  be  found 
among  us ;  for  such  an  union  would  but 
minus  more  entirely  than  we  are  already. 

But  would  “  union  among  ourselves,” 
in  truth,  make  the  w'ar  go  on  better  than  it 
has  ?  I  answer,  no.  Democrats  will  not 
enlist  now,  although  they  are  in  favour  of 
war.  W  ould  federalists  enlist,  if  they  were 
in  favour  of  it  ?  If  they  would,  then  it  must 
be,  because  they  are  so  much  more  honest 
than  democrats,  because  they  would  nghtin 
support  of  a  war,  which  they  deemed  just 
and  necessary.  And  if  they  would,  then 
they  are  the  better  party  of  the  two,  and 
the  democrats  should  join  them. 

But  even  federalists  would  never  enlist 
to  fight  in  a  war,  not  of  defence,  but  of 
conquest.  Nobody  would — nobody  does — 
from  patriotism.  IVcady  poverty,  might 
induce  them  ;  notliing  else.  Federalists 
and  democrats  are  all  alike  in  this  parti¬ 
cular. 

“  Union  among  ourselves,”  would  not, 
then,  procure  more  men.  Would  it  pro 
cure  more  money  2  I  cimnat  see  h#w.  6oa- 
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"fpss  lay  just  as  Leavy  taxes  as  they 
please ;  they  ilo  not  reganl  what  the  fede¬ 
ralists,  among  tliem,  say.  If  there  liad 
not  been  a  federalist  m  either  house,  the 
taxes  would  have  been  just  what  they 
are.  If  tlie  taxes  were  ten  times  as  heavy, 
federalists  would  pay,  besause  they  are 
Obbgecl  to  pay,  just  as  they  do  now. 

I^nion  among  ourselves,  therefore, would 
neither  bring  more  men  into  the  field,  nor 
more  money  into  the  treasury. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  if  w^e  were  all 
united;  and  tf  being  united,  we  were  all 
willing  to  turn  out,  we  should  be  able  to 
overrun  Canada  easily  enough ;  provided, 
however,  we  had  a  cabinet  which  had 
wisdom  enough  to  devise  a  tolerable  plan 
of  a  campaign ;  and  a  general  or  two,  of 
tolerable  military  talents. 

But  then,  it  does  not  require  the  w  hole 
population  of  the  United  States; to  com¬ 
bine  in  this  operation.  If  one  half,  if  even 
one  thirtl  of  those  only,  who  are  now  in 
favour  of  the  war,  w'ould  unite”  to  ji^ht 
in  ity  an  army  would  be  raised,  of  at  least, 
FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  MENf  whicll  1 
think  would  be  enougli,  in  all  conscience, 
to  subdue  Canada ;  for  they  w^ould  be  able 
to  walk  right  over  it.  If  then,  only  one 
third  of  the  democratic  parly,  itself,  w  ere 
only  united  in  supjiort  of  the  war,  there 
would  be  union  cimtgh. 

The  fact,  therefore,  is,  that  we  need  not 
a  union  of  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  siqi- 
porting  the  war.  All  tliat  we  really  wm/, 
is,. (hat  the  democratic  party  should  do  its 
dtity,  according  to  the  principles  it  pro¬ 
fesses. 

The  federalists  believe  the  war  unne¬ 
cessary,  and,  of  course,  unjust.  Now,  it 
cannot  be  fairly  demanded,  of  them  to 
fight  in  it,  voluntarily.  They  do  very 
well,  I  think,  if  they  turn  out,  when  draft¬ 
ed  ;  if  they  pay,  when  taxeil — if  they  obey 
the  laws,  which  their  government  has 
IMissed,  especially  w  hen  they  dislike  those 
laws.  As  men  and  Christians,  they  act 
arcwliog  to  the  dictates  of  their  judg¬ 


ments  and  consciences :  they  will  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  what  they  think  wrong,  nor  of 
the  rulers  who  do  wrong.  As  citizens 
they  obey  the  laws,  while  in  force,  striv¬ 
ing  by  constitutional  means,  and  a  change 
of  rulers,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  them. 

The  federalists,  then,  do  their  duty,  ex¬ 
actly  as  men,  as  clirislians,  as  citizens 
shoidd. 

The  democrats,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not 
ilo  their  <luty,  according  to  the  principle* 
they  profess;  for  they  do  not,  they  will 
not,  they  cannot,  by  any  importunity,  he 
driven  to,  yield  their  persons  to  the  war, 
which  they  profess  to  believe  so  necessa- 
ry,  so  just,  so  holy.  .  And  yet  they,  these 
very  democrats,  have  dared,  they  have 
had  the  consummate  etfrontery,  the  brazen 
faced  imf)udonce,  to  charge  feilera lists, 
with  not  doing  their  duty.  Utterly  defr- 
cient  in  the  performance  of  their  own, 
they  exhibit  the  despicable  s|>ecacle  of* 
delected,  convicted  guilt,  accusing  the 
i  purity  of  innocence.  These  are  the  men 
who,*  with  a  most  ludicrous,  mock  sensi¬ 
bility,  sigh  ont,  most  dolefully,  O,  if  we 
were  but  uitited  among  ourselves! 
Whereas,  all  that  is  required,  to  bring 
about  all  they  profess  to  desire,  is,  that 
THEY  should  he  “  united  among  them¬ 
selves.”  If,  instead  of  prating  to  vs^  aliout 
union,  they  would  only  contrive  to  bring 
about  a  unixyn  between  their  professions^ 
and  their  conduct^  there  would  be  no  ne¬ 
cessity  of  troubling  honest  people  about 
theirwacv 

But,  is  this  union  among  ourselves,  n^- 
erssary  to  the  success  of  our  w'ar  ?  Is  ity 
indeed,  necessary  1  And  is  the  want  of  this 
union  the  cause  of  the  disgraceful  failure 
of  our  arms  ? 

Let  us  suppose  it;  and  then  see  how 
the  account  stands.  The  administration, 
when  they  declared  tlie  w’^ar,  knew  well,, 
that  the  national  opinion  was  divitlcd  in 
reganl  to  it.  Now,  if  union  among  our¬ 
selves  was  necessary  to  the  success  of  the 
war,  and  if  it  was  known,  tliat  it  did  not 
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«xkt  when  war  was  declared,  how  can 
the  aihninistration  be  juslKied  for  declar¬ 
ing  it  ?  G  uns,  bail,  and  powder  are  neces- 
sari/  to  the  success  of  a  war.  What  should 
w  e  thiuk  of  anadininistration  which  should 
begin,  should  themselves  declare  and 
commence  war,  without  than,  iVlen,  who 
could  be  foolish  enough,  to  declare  war, 
without  them,  would  never  be  ivisc  enough, 
I  suspect,  to  carry  on  war,  wdien  they  had 
them. 

But  perhaps  they  expected  when  war 
was  declared,  that  we  shotdd,  one  and  all, 
unite  ill  favour  of  it.  If  they  ^expected 
that,  they  have  evinced  as  much  folly  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  calculation. 

However,  allowing  they  had  practised 
this  deception  ujKin  themselves,  still  the 
presidential  election  of  1812,  proved,  that 
public  opinion  was  then  much  more  divi- 
<led,  than  when  war  was  first  declared.  A  | 
union  of  public  opinion  then  being  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  success  of  the  w  ar,  that  union 
being  now  known  not  to  exist,  why  did 
they  progress  with  their  war?  Either  union 
was  necessary,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  was 
necessary,  it  was  criminal  to  commence, 
it  was  more  criminal  to  go  on,  without  it. 
If  it  was  not  necessary,  then  why  assert 
that  it  was ;  why  preach  unfounded  doc¬ 
trine,  why  assert  a  direct  falsehood  ? 

Fellow-citizens,  the  union  among  our¬ 
selves,  about  w  hich  these  gentry  groan  so 
piteously,  was  not  necessary.  The  false- 
hooil  which  asserts  that  it  was,  or  is,  re- 
^rts  to  this  imposition,  this  shallow  and 
despicable  trick,  because  the  conduct  of  the 
administration^  which  is  the  great,  the  im¬ 
portant  point,  is  incapable  of  being  de¬ 
fended  or  supported,  by  the  appearance 
of  any  one  good  or  commendable  feature 
in  it.  There  is  nothing  in  that  cotuhict  to 
excite  applause  ;  to  attach  confidence ; 
to  prevent  universal  dismay  and  despair. 
Every  effort  of  its  ignorance  has  been  di¬ 
sastrous;  every  effort  of  its  rashness,  dis¬ 
graceful.  No  one  speaks,  even  among 
the  democrats,  no  one  tiiigks,  otherwise ! 


And  now,  behold  democracy  !  behold  it, 
every  honest  American !  behold  and  de¬ 
test  it.  It  supports  an  administration,  in 
whose  talents  it  has  no  confidence;  it  sup¬ 
ports  a  war,  in  w  hich  it  dares  not,  will  not, 
light!  I  can  easily  imagine  how  an  honett 
man  could  have  been  a  democrat  fori^ierly, 
but  how,  having  tolerable  gooii  common 
sense,  he  can  be  one  now;  or  in  other  wonis, 
how’  he  can  be  in  favour  of  this  war^  ajid  of 
this  adniinisLration^  at  the  same  iinic^  is  to 
my  |>oor  understand iiig  utterly  inexplica¬ 
ble.  1  do-  not  deny  that  many  honest 
men,  and  of  good  understanding,  are  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  botiu  But  how  they  get  along 
with  it,  is  lieyond  my  poor  comprehension, 

[  confess.  I  have  been  told,  indeed,  that 
the  men  who  have  been  proved  utterly 
uiifil  for  serious  practical  affairs,  sustain 
themselves,  by  persuading  their  followers, 
that,  unfortunate,  unfit,,  tlisgraced  as  they 
aJe,  all  other  statesmen  in  the  United 
States  are  still  more  unfit  than  they.  He, 
w  ho  can  believe  thifr — who  is  endowed 
with  a  fancy  so  creative,  so  extravagant, 
as  to  dissolve  his  uuderstanding  in  such 
a  dream  as  this,  may  be  foigiven  for  ad¬ 
hering  to  them;  but  then  he  ought  to  be 
provided  willi  lodgings  in  the  lunatic  hos¬ 
pital,  Society  is  not  safe,  w  hen  such  men 
are  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

What!  have  we  not,  in  the  United 
States,  a  set  of  abler  men,  than'these  poll- 
tical  manikins?  these  political  pigmies? 
If  I  could  bring  myself  to  think  so;  if  I 
could  bend  the  pride  of  my  spirit,  to  a  be¬ 
lief  so  humiliating,  I  should  consider  the 
name  of  Amcriceui^  in  which  I  now^  glory, 
a  reproach  and  a  scoff.  No — no.  We 
have  integrity,  patriotism,  talents,  and  of 
the  very  highest  onler,  and  in  abundance 
too,  in  these  United  States!  They  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  administration,  I  allow  ; 
but  they  are,  every  where  else,  resplea 
dent.  When  I  look  around,  and  humble 
myself  in  atbniration  of  them,  I  feel,  in¬ 
deed.  proud  that  I  am  an  American.  I 
feel,  indeed,  that  I  ought  to  thank  God 
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that  I  am  not  a  democrat ;  and  as  such, 
depnved  of  the  blessing  of  extending  my 
admiration  of  national  worth  beyond  the 
foggy  atmosj)here  of  Mr.  Madison’s  ca¬ 
binet. 

Yet  a  little  while  mar,  but  for  a  verv  little 
whileonly,  can  the  base  insinuations,  which 
the  instruments  of  onr  ini]iotent  and  dis¬ 
graced  adniinistiation  have  urged  against 
the  federalists,  avert  the  indignation,  the 
thunders  of  the  public  resentment.  The 
body  of  the  people  see  and  feel,  that  union 
among  ourselves  is  necessary.  But  it  is 
the  union  which  shall  drive  impotence 
from  the  scat  of  power;  which  shall 
Snatch  the  reins  from  the  hands  of  follv ; 
w'hich  shall  commit  to  the  disciples  of 
Washington,  the  noble  duty  of  restoring 
that  prosperity  and  powder,  w  hich  their  po¬ 
litical  father  hestmed  upon  our  common 
country. 

•■■040"  ■  ■ 

Alexander  C.  Hanson. — Among  the 
able  speeches,  w  inch  I  propose  to  publish, 
in  the  appendix  to  this  wwk,  every  reader 
of  taste  will  be  compelled  to  admire  that  of 
Mr.  Hanson;  a  gentleman  of  learning,  ta¬ 
lents,  eloquence  and  courage.  Perhaps  no 
man  now  living  in  the  United  Slates  has, 
more  than  this  gentlemen,  merited  the 
applause,  the  confidence,  the  gratitude  of 
his  countrymen ;  and  upon  no  one  have 
they  been  bestowed  more  cordially,  or 
moie  extensively.  Indeed  it  has  been 
the  fortune  of  Mr.  Hanson  to  attract  a 
far  greater  notice,  and  to  excite  a  deeper 
interest,  than  any  other  man  of  the  same 
age,  in  this  country.  He  is  not  now  more 
then  twenty-seven  years  of  age ;  and  yet 
be  has  for  several  years  filled  as  large 
a  space  in  the  public  eye,  as  almost  any 
other  man  in  this  country,  and  even 
among  the  able  statesmen  and  orators, 
now  in  congress,  he  occupies  a  station, 
distinguished  and  exalted.  It  is  not  un¬ 
deserved.  It  is  the  consequence  of  that 
rare  union  of  boldness,  originality,  and 
strengUi  of  mind  which  mark  all  his 


speeches,  and  particularly  that  upon  tlie 
loan  bill.  To  these  |)ow  ers  of  intellect  ara 
united,  extensive  political  knowledge, 
vigour  of  conception,  and  force  of  expres¬ 
sion  ;  but  above  all,  a  firmness,  which  no 
troubles,  and  a  courage,  which  no  dangers 
can  disturb ;  w  hether  he  is  assailed  hv  as- 
sassins  at  Baltimore;  or  their  supporters 
at  Washington,  Ave  fimi  him  equally  in¬ 
trepid.  For  the  latter,  the  glance  of  his 
eye  is  enough.  With  the  help  of  his  brave 
and  powerful  friend  Mr.  Grosvenor,  he 
has  banished  from  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  timt  coarse,  cowardly, 
bullying,  by  which  it  was  formerly  in¬ 
tended  to  overw  helm  the  freedom  of  de¬ 
bate.  Desirous  of  peace,  he  is  know  n  to 
be  prepared  for  war;  and  in  congress,  the 
style  of  debate  luis,  in  consequence,  be¬ 
come  all  of  a  sudden,  decent  and  deco- 
corous.  While  Hanson,  Grosvenor  and 
Pearson  continue  there,  deceac3"and  de¬ 
corum  will  continue  also. 

AVe  find,  in  some  men,  an  early  matu¬ 
rity,  a  precocity  of  genius,  which  seems 
to  excite  expectation,  merely  to  disap¬ 
point  it.  Mr.  Hanson  has  risen  rapidly 
indeed,  but  regularly  and  progressively. 
In  every  new  situation,  in  which  be  has 
been  placed  he  has  displayed  energies  of 
character,  unknown  before.  He  has  been 
found  not  merely  equal  to  all,  but  ^rcaiy 
in  every  one.  It  requires  no  prophetic  spi¬ 
rit  to  assure  us,  that  he  is  destined  to  per¬ 
form  important  services  to  his  country, 
if  his  life,  which  has  been  once  most 
miraculously  preserved,  shall  be  prolong¬ 
ed  to  the  usual  age  of  roan. 

Our  own  Hamilton  was  greatly  distin¬ 
guished  at  the  age  of  twenty ;  but  how 
much  more  at  thirty!  how  much  more 
at  fifty !  and  even  then  it  was  not 
doubted  by  those  who  knew  him  well, 
that  he  had  not  gathered  all  his  fame. 

There  are  certainly  some  very  strong 
points  of  resemblance  between  Hamilton 
and  the  youthful  hero,  whom  I  delight  to 
praise.  Those  who  have  known  bothv 
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\vill  recognise  in  Hanson  and  Hamilton 
the  same  uiuiisguised  frankness ;  the  same 
warmth  of  heart ;  the  same  elevated  sen¬ 
timents;  the  same  lofty  daring;  the  same 
contempt  of  danger.  The  remark  made 
by  Marshall  on  Hamilton,  is  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  Hanson;  that  few  have  ex¬ 
cited  warmer  friendships,  or  more  ran¬ 
corous  enmities. 

The  sentiments  of  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
Hanson  always  excite  interest.  Warm¬ 
ed  by  a  heart  pure  and  patriotic :  strength¬ 
ened  by  an  understanding  clear  and  pow¬ 
erful,  his  eloquence  delights,  because  it  in¬ 
structs.  Scorning  the  meretriciousness  of 
tawdry  embellishment,  and  fantastic  de¬ 
coration,  Mr.  Hanson  with  the  confidence 
of  truth,  the  earnc^stness  of  deep  convic¬ 
tion,  speaks  directly  to  the  judgment. 
Although  he  delights  the  heart  it  is  be¬ 
cause  he  has  already  led  the  understanding 
captive.  To  dazzle  the  fancy,  to  l>e wil¬ 
der  the  judgment,  by  appeals  to  little  pas¬ 
sions  and  inveterate  prejudices,  he  wisely 
leaves  to  the  insects  who  are  createil  to 
flutter,  and  the  speaking  puppets,  who 
are  allowed  to  “  strut  their  hour  upon  the 
stage,”  themselves  and  their  works  doom¬ 
ed  to  perish  together. 

Popular  feeling. — No  man  friendly 
to  the  regular  rule  of  the  law,  can  hear 
without  regret,  of  any  ill  treatment  be¬ 
stowed  upon  any  regular  officer  of  the 
government.  It  is  much,  to  be  desired 
that  a  circumspect  observance  of  order, 
and  of  submission  to  the  legal  authori¬ 
ty  may  prevail  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  grieves  me  to  have  to  relate 
an  occurrence^  which  took  place  lately, 
partly  in  Cambridgeport,  and  partly  in 
Boston.  I  may  regret  that  our  govern¬ 
ment  is  driving  the  people  into  rage  and 
madness  ;  but  I  will  never  cease  to  con- 
-  demn  every  mode  of  redressing  injuries, 
which  is  in  hostility  to  the  constitutional 
compact.  Let  our  elections  decide  our 
disputes.  If,  however,  we  condemn  popn- 
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lar  disturbances,  let  us  not  forget,  that  an 
administration  which  wantonly  provokes 
them,  is  governed  by  neither  justice  or 
policy.  He  who  can  hope  from  our  em¬ 
bargo  and  non-intercourse  system,  be¬ 
nefits  which  shall  compensate  for  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  manner  in  which  they  are  enfor¬ 
ced  ;  for  the  spirit  of  insubordination  they 
produce;  for  tumults  which  attend  them, 
and  the  general  disrespect  and  contempt 
that  follow,  can  see  more  than  most  men. 

In  the  course  of  a  Judicial  investiga¬ 
tion,  it  appeared  on  oath,  that  about  the 
j25th  of  March  last,  a  Mr.  Weatherby  was 
passiog  on  a  cross  road  to  the  main  road, 
which  leads  through  whera 

be  resides. 

That  when  he  was  within  about  half 
a  mile  of  his  house,  one  B.  Jolinsou,  who 
is  a  custom-house  officer,  and  one  Ford, 

I  who  seems  to  have  been  a  mere  informer, 
ran  out  of  the  brush  by  the  way  side. 

I  Ford  suddenly  seized  Weatherby’s  horses, 
land  Jolinson  laid  hands  on  his  sleigh  and 
I  goods,  saying  that  he  was  a  custom-house 
officer,  and  claimed  the  whole.  Weather¬ 
by  requesteil  Johnson  to  show  his  warrant; 
Johnson  had  none;  but  produced  a  gene- 
I  ral  commission  from  the  collector.  W ea- 
Itherby  told  Johnson  that  he  might  take 
such  goods  as  he  claimed ;  but  his  wife's 
situation  being  such  that  it  was  danger- 
I  ous  for  her  to  walk  so  great  a  distance ; 
Weatherby  said  that  he  must  cawy  his 
wife  and  two  small  children  home.  John¬ 
son  and  Ford  refused  him  even  this ;  and 
threatened  to  split  his  head  open.  Wea¬ 
therby  pushed  them  from  the  sleigh,  and 
Johnson  struck  at  him  several  times  with 
his  cane,  which  Weatherby  wrested  from 
him  and  threw  away.  Ford  askeil  John¬ 
son  for  one  of  his  pistols,  which  Johnson 
handed  to  him.  Th^  then  both  present¬ 
ed  their  pistols  and  swore  they  would  blow 
his  hriuns  out.  It  was  in  vain  for  Weath¬ 
erby,  unarmed,  to  stnigle  any  longer  with 
these  men  of  might.  And  after  having 
asked  fhem  ta  searr^h  on  the  spot  for  such 
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goods  as  tliey  claimed;  or  to  drive  to  some 
liousc  for  the  I'ur  osc,  he  was  refused. — 
He  then  hegged  thr  m  to  let  him  leave  his 
wife  at  some  house  near.  'Phej^  denied 
‘him  this  also.  And  (he  ehivrdrons  gen¬ 
tlemen  e/jmpelled  this  female  in  th^  sitim- 
tion  I  have  before  mcntiojicf  and  tired  l>y 
a  long,  cold  journey,  and  weakened  by 
the  alarm  w  hich  their  brutal  and  unjusti¬ 
fiable  conduct  excited,  to  walk  half  a 
mile  over  a  rough  road,  leadinir  one  child 
and  carrying  the  other  in  her  arms. — 
Wealherhy,  soon  alter,  left  the  sleigh. — 
Johnson  and  Ford  set  olV  for  the  cuslom- 
bouse  with  the  wearing  annarel  of  Weath¬ 
erin',  his  wife  and  children ;  a  small 
quantity  of  oats  and  Indian  meal,  and  the 
gocKis  which,  to  the  &har|»-sighte<l  Johnson, 
‘‘ were  auoarently  llritish.”  I  do  not  re- 
memlw  jirecisely  the  remaining  contents 
of  Wcatherby’s  load.  He  stated  that  he 
had  two  remnants  of  broadcloth,  siifticient 
to  make  two  coats — a  ftnv  shawls  and 
files,  all  of  which,  I  think  he  said 
that  he  purchased  in  Boston  and  could 
shew  the  bills  of  them.  ^Pliere  w  ere  one 
or  two  articles  more  of' American  manu¬ 
facture,  and  some  articles  of  a  trilling  a- 
mouot,  however,  which  he  purchased  at 
auction  in  Burlington  and  had  the  lulls  of. 

A  C a m bridge jK)rt  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Gazette,  adds, 

I  have  made  particular  inquiries,  but  can¬ 
not  find  thiit  Johnson  “  was  Uireatenod  with 
tar  and  feathers  nor  tliat  the  great  inoh, 
which  he  imagined  surrounded  his  house,  de¬ 
clared  “  that  no  officers  of.  the  "Custoiiis 
should  live  in  Cauibridge-|)ort,  or  sirze  goods 
there.”  H  has,  no  doubt,  heard  oiP  the 
mode  of  drC'Sing  Ciistoin-iiouse  pimps  Jit  the 
comineucement  of  our  ‘itevolution ;  and  in 
his  dreams,-  has  either  been  up  to  his  ears  in 
a  tar  barrel,  or  almos't ;  mothered  in  the  lick^ 
ing  of  a  full  feather-th'd.  *  '  ‘ 

As  for  Foi*fi,  I  could  diseover  no  hniises 
upon  him;  and  if  he  was  roivghly  ha?idled'.  it 
is  not  the  tirst  time,  if  fame  speaks  true, 
that  he  lias  been  culTcd  for  taking  things  not 
has  own.  •  ‘ 

Td  this  gentry  keep  themselves  within 
the  Constitution  while  executing  their  odimfs 
duties,  and  their  persons  will  be  safe  |  but  if, 
by  their  conduct,  th.cy  seiVe  to  reiidtu’  the 
constitution  a  mere  “nil.iht\,”(as  Mr. Lexter 
says^)  let  tiiem  not  complain  of  iho  eoustj- 


qnences  of  that  state  of*  things  which  their 
own  inju -tire  has  brought  about. 

These  circuinsla rices  having  been  made 
somewhat  known  in  Boston,  to  which 
place  this  Johnson  drove  the  sleigh,  a 
scene  took  place,  which  is  very  impartial¬ 
ly  detailed  by  an  eye  wiluesL^,  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Gazette,  as  follows. 

The  writer’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
Custom  House,  from  seeing  a  eolection  of  peo¬ 
ple,  iiior**  than  is  customary  on  ordinary  occa¬ 
sions.  On  a  nearer  approach,  found  that  they 
surrounded  a  sleigh,  w  ith  a  man  seated  on  ii, 
w  ith  the  n'ins  griped  in  his  hands,  to  w  horn  the 
people  wereoffering  some  indignities,  bywords 
onln,  acensing  him  of  beii»g  a  petty  pimy  ami 
informer  ;  and  on  inquiring  of  some  geiitlemeii 
that  stood  in  the  vieiniy,  the  w'riter  whs  in¬ 
formed,  tliat  a  deputy  custom  house  officer,’ 
f-laiioncd  at  Cambridgcporl,  by  the  name  of. 
Joknunn,  had  seized  this  sleigh,  on  suspicion 
of  having  smuggled  goods  on  board,  and  that’ 
this  suspicion  was  founded  on  information,  al¬ 
leged  by  Mr.  ford,  the  inau  holding  the  reins 
of  tlie  horses.  The  writer,  who  is  an  enemy  lb 
all  disturbanees  in  the  streets  ;  and  w  ho  w  i^he.s 
tt  submit  to  the  laws,  and  sec  them  strictly 
enforced,  stepped  up  to  Mr.  Ford,  more  in 
friendship  than  in  enmity,  and  inquired  of  him 
whether  he  had  informed  against  the  sleigh.' 
lie  answered  that  ho  had;  and  fnrtlier  saito 
he  considered  it  the  diitv  of  everv  man  so  d,’ 
do;  'although  it  appealed  that  there  were  no 
smuggled  goods  in  the  sleigh,  and  the  man,  his 
w  ile,  and  child,  were  put  out  in  the  mad  some 
where  in  (he  country,  and  the  sjeigh  conveyed, 
to  tlieeii.stoin  house  tliroiigh  the  means  of  this 
officer,  Johnson^  and  liis  noble  associate'and 
informer,  Ford,  Now,  although  the  people 
.seemed  to  he  indignant  and  restless  at  tlie 
littlenes.s  of  this  business,  they  did  not  appear 
to  wish  to  eommit  any  outrage  on  the  {lerson  of 
Ford,  the  iutbniier,  otherwise  than  to  express 
their  contempt  at,  his  raeannevss;  nor  would 
aqy  thing  further  have  been  done,  had  not’ 
John  on^  the  deputy  custom  house  officer,  of 
Cambridgeport,  (who  had  in  the  mean  time 
been  in  the  custom  housc)coniedowii  with  some 
ap-arent  blustering  and  auibority,  to  take 
command  of  the  sleigh,  and  to, regulate  affairs. 
i\nd  its  appearing  to  the  collection  of  people, 
already  somewhat  irritated,  that  he  was  arm¬ 
ed,  with  tw  o  large  horse  pistols,  one  of  each’ 
projecting  out  of  each  pocket,  no  doubt  with 
the  intention  to  intimidate,  and  offered  as  a' 
defiance  and  threat.  The  people  at  this  time/ 
appeared  more  restless,  and  the  writer  ob¬ 
served  tliat  a  number  of  gentlemen  appicared 
disposed  to  hustle;  and  although  this  re-‘ 
novvned  champion  of  the  cusiom  liou.se  re¬ 
treated  w’ith  all  dispatch  possible,  the  writer 
verily  believes,  he  did  not  get  wholl  y  clear 
th)m  the  blows  of  some' of  the  sticks,  that'  . 
.wore  uiniblY  exercised  at  this  time ;  and  m 

*  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  \  i 
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liis  retreat  he  appeared  to  fall  and  dropped 
one  of  hn  pistols  Irorii  his  pocket.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  made  good  his  retreat  to  the  custom¬ 
house.  The  outrageous  appearance  of  this 
petty  officer,  armed,  created  an  irritation  in 
the  people  about  the  custom  house,  and  Ford 
and  his  horses  suffered  in  consequence — for 
tlie  Ijoys,  by  their  noise,  together  with  others, 
that  stinick  thr  horses,  (hey  started  and  got 
into  H  full  run,  the  boys  after  them.  Ford  hold¬ 
ing  on  to  the  reins,  and  attempting  to  get 
into  the  sleigh,  which  he  did  not  effect;  and 
by  the  time  the  sleigh  arrived  at  India  wharf, 
he  heiug  exhausted  with  runniiig,  let  them  go. 
The  hoys  with  their  shouts  and  hooting, 
being  close  to  his  heeb,  he  ran  info  the  stoiv 
ol'  Charles  W  G  rcc.ne,  F.sq.  and  claimed  pro¬ 
tection  in  dreadful  affright ;  which  Mr.  G. 
with  liberality  as'-ured  him  he  should  have. 
This  collection,  which  at  this  moment  was 
principally  boys,  kept  increasing,  and  the 
fctory  became  sencral.  The  collection  insist¬ 
ed  that  he  should  be  escorted  on  to  the  Ex¬ 
change  by  the  Imys  and  wdioevcr  chose  to 
follow’,  with  a  motto  on  his  hat,  printed  in  ca¬ 
pitals,  viz,  “/  an  informer  which  this 
.Air.  Ford  submitted  to,  and  was  ushered 
through  the  streets,  cheered  by  the  huzzas  of 
bay  one  or  two  hundred. 

Boston,  March  26. 

The  Navy. — The  rage  of  Democracy, 
when  Mr.  Jefferson  entered  upon  the  pre¬ 
sidency,  swe[)t  off  almost  every  establish¬ 
ment  which  the  wisdom  of  the  federal  ad¬ 
ministration  had  reared.  The  navy  and 
the  mint  escaped,  hut  escaped  “  by  tlie 
hair  of  their  teeth.'’  Into  this  navy  how¬ 
ever  had  been  infused  a  spirit,  tvhich  was 
never  damped  in  the  worst  days  of  its  de¬ 
pression.  The  navy  has  sustained  all 
that  is  left  us  of  national  character;  it  has 
performed  ail  that  was  committed  to  it,  and 
nmch  more.  Its  triumph  is  complete,  it  is 
brilliant.  Democracy  dares  no  longer 
assail  it  on  land  ;  even  Britlan  dares  no 
longcT  meet  it,  gnu  to  gnn,  and  man  to 
man,  on  the  water.  Those  who  received 
commissions,  chiring  the  federal  times  of 
”98  and  ’90,  afford  the  only  lights  by  which* 
the  darkness  of  democracy  is  now  cheer¬ 
ed.'  We  all  know  what  democracy  has 
been  obliged  to  confess.  Let  us  now  see 
what  the  British  are  forced  to  say. 

From  a  London  Paper, 

Among  the  Jmerican  newi,  which  u 


to  be  found  in  the  papers  just  received 
from  that  country,  it  pains  ns  to  find  a  full 
I  confirmation  of  the  loss  of  hb  majesty’s 
brig  Boxer,  which  has  adiied  another 
laurel  to  the  naval  honours  of  the  United 
States.  The  vessel  by  wliich  she  was 
cantured  is  represented  (falsely  we  be¬ 
lieve)  as  if  only  equal  force  with  herself : 
h.it  what  we  regret  to  perceive  stated,  and 
trust  will  be  found  much  exaggerated,-  is, 
t^.at  the  Boxer  ;rav  Utmilly  cnl  to  pieces  in 
e  nds,  spars  ojul  hull ;  w  hilst  the 

Lnierprize  was  in  a  situation  to  commence 
a  similar  action  immediately  afterwards. 
The  fact  seems  to  be  but  too  clearly  esta- 
: dished,  that  the  Americans  have  some  su^ 
Df  rior  mode  of  firing  ;  anti  we  cannot  be 
too  auxiously  employed  in  discovering  to 
what  circuinstatices  that  superionty  is 
owing.  The  Boxer  was  certainly  not  lost 
for  want  of  heroism.  'I’he  British  captain 
nailet!  his  colours  to  the  mast,  and  harmiiv 
(lid  not  live  to  see  them  stnick.  Both 
commanders  died  in  the  action,  ivhicJi  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  of  the  most  desperate 
kind ;  and  both  w  ere  buried  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  jiort  to  which  the  prize  was 
carried.” 


A  new'  mcxle  of  recommending  a  can¬ 
didate;  much  after  the  fancy  of  the  sweet 
and  cleanly  Shdah,  who  washed  her  gen¬ 
tle  Dermot’s  face  with  a  dish-clout. 

Moses  1.  Cantine. — 'riiis  gentleman 
was  a  sliort  time  ago  nominated  one  o^ 
the  caiidiilates  for  senators  for  the  middle 
district,  by  the  Madisoniaus  of  Greene 
county.  The  Madl^otiians  of  Orange 
shortly  after  nominated  William  Ross, 
Esq.  as  the  other  candidate,  and  at  the 
same  time  concurred  in  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Cantine.  They  also  published  an 
address  to  the  electors,  which  has  been  re¬ 
published  in  the  Argus  and  other  papers. 
From  this  address  we  copy  a  short  ex¬ 
tract  or  two  to  make  it  more  public  how 
handsomely  Mr.  Cantine  is  recommended 
by  his  Madisonian  friends  in  Orange. 

“We  fondly  and  confidently  expect  a  hap¬ 
py  issue  to  tlie  approaching  election  tlirougii- 
out  the  state.  As  to  our  district  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  unless  ive  shimld  be  again  impostii 
upon,  as  we  once  have  been,  and  as  one  of  our 
sister  districts  is  at  prt^ent,  by  electing  a 
Judas  or  an  Arnold  unorr  the  painteO  dis- 

OVfSR  OF  A  REPUBLICAN.”* 

In  other  wonls,  “  There  can  l>e  no 
doubt  but  we  shall  elect  oui*  eandidaies 
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Messrs.  Ross  and'Cantine,  but  it  is  not  so 
certain  that  one  of  them  may  not  turn  out 
to  be  a  Judas  or  an  Arnold  under  the 
painted  disguise  of  a  republican.” 

It  will  be  plainly  seen  upon  which  of 
the  two  candidates  their  suspicion  rests  by 
another  extract. 

“But,  fellow-citizens,  the  character  we  have 
selectedyVom  the  counti;  qf  Oran^e^  to  repre¬ 
sent  this  divSlrkjt  in  the  senate  of  the  state,  is 
one  to  whom  no  s^npicion  attaches ;  he  has  uni- 
Ibrinly  avowed  himself  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
general  administration  ;  he  is  a  republican  by 
education,  by  habit,  and  by  principle,  and  we 
faav  e  no  hesitation  in  recommending  him  to 
▼oiir  cordial  support.  And  we  likewise  pledge 
ourselve  to  support  Moses  I.  Cantine,  who  is  i 
nominate<l  by  our  republican  friends  in  Greene, 
with  all  our  iniluence,  and  every  lawful  mean 
in  our  power.” 

Which  rendered  into  plain  Eilglish 
means  this,  “  Altlio’  one  of  our  candidates 
may  be  a  Judas  or  an  Arnold  under  the 
painted  disgruise  of  a  republican,  we  can 
assure  you,  fellow-citizens,  it  is  not  Mr. 
Boss.  No  sugjdcion  attaches  to  In 

him  we  have  the  utmost  confidence,  and 
we  can  cordially  recommend  \mw^  kw  hr 
has  ?/7/t/brm/y  supported  the  administration, 
wright  or  wrong.  And  although  we  enter¬ 
tain  strong  suspicion  that  IMr.  Cantine  is 
a  Judas  or  an  Arnold  under  the  painted 
flisguise  of  a  republican,  yet  as  our  friends 
in  Greene  have  nominated  him,  we  are 
compelled  and  therefore  willing  to  sup¬ 
port  him  ;  but  we  cannot  take  it  iifion  our¬ 
selves  to  reconimend  him,  because  we 
have  no  confidence  in  him.” 

Do  you  take,  Moses,  do  you  lake  ? 

[  Ulster  Gaz. 

We  lately  mentioned  the  case  of  Joseph 
WarJntrion^tin  Englishman,  who  was  exe¬ 
cuted  for  being  found  in  arms  against  his 
country.  The  Salem  Register  contains 
the  following  sketch  of  his  life  : — 

Warburton  was  liorn  in  England,  and  at 
fifteen  years  of  age  was  impressed.  About 
«ix  years  ago  he  was  |>ut  as  one  of  a  prize 
crew  on  lioard  a  bng,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Gray,  of  this  place.  Whilst  in 
the  Gulph  Stream,  the  prize  master,  a 
British  officer,  was  continually  intoxica¬ 
ted,  and  the  brig  >va8  driven  about  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves,  to  the  ha- 
*ard  of  the  lives  of  all  on  board,  who  for 
their  owm  safety  put  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  the  original  captain,  who 
brought  the  brig  into  Salem  in  March, 
1808.  Warburton  worked  three  yeais 


ashore  in  this  eountiy — he  then  made  a 
voyage  to  Baltimore  and  back,  and  then 
a  voyage  to  Gottenburgh  and  back.  Af¬ 
ter  this  war,  he  went  two  cruises  lioat- 
swain  of  the  John,  private  armed  ship, 
belonging  to  this  town.  He  then  entered 
on  board  the  Chesapeake,  and  was  on 
board  her  during  her  first  cruise  under 
Capt.  Evans,  and  was  taken  in  her  on  her 
second  cniise  under  Captain  I.awrence. — 
He  came  to  this  country  at  nineteen,  and 
was  wlien  execoted  alK)ut  five  and  twenty. 
He  was  a  remarkably  intelligent  and  well 
educated  young  man.  After  he  had  been 
five  years  in  this  country,  lie  applied  to  an 
attorney  to  be  natur  llzed,  hut  war  having 
been  declared,  and  the  additional  act  of 
Congress  not  having  passed,  he  could  not 
effect  his  wishes. — N,  E.  PaL 


FROM  THE  BOSTON  CENTINEL. 

A  TKMPER ATE  EXAMINATION 
Of  Mr.  Dexter’s  creed,  addressed  tons^  the 

“  ELECTORS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS.” 

NO.  VI. 

Upon  the  Question  whether  the  Federalists  are 
chargeable  with  a  design  to  sever  the  Union^ 
or  whether  this  charge  jvstlp  lies  against  the 
Government  and  its  friends  ;  and  also^  what  it 
the  true  course  to  he  taken^  incase  of  the  pro* 
mulgation  of  unconstitutvmal  acts. 

Tills  essay,  it  will  be  perceived,  involves 
the  most  interesting  questions  which  can  pos¬ 
sibly  arise  in  a  free  state.  It  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  render  such  questions  entertaining, 
though  they  are  so  important.  My  arguments 
will  he  addressed  principally  to  the  reflecting 
part  of  the  commonwealth,  and,  I  trust,  will 
i>e  attended  to  with  patience,  by  those  who 
duly  estimate  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

There  are  two  questions,  which  necessarily 
force  themselves  u|)on  our  notice  in  reading 
this  letter  of  Mr.  Dexter. 

Ist.  Do  the  federalists  merit  the  charges 
advanced  against  them  by  Mr.  Dexter,  of  a 
design  to  sever  the  union  of  these  states  ? 

2dly.  Do  the  measures  of  the  national  gov¬ 
ernment  tend  most  directly  to  this  end  ?  and 
what  are  the  legal  and  constitutional  remedies 
in  case  of  such  a  tendency  in  the  acts  of  our 
rulers  ? 

For  ourselves,  we  have  no  hesitation  to  say, 
that  any  man  who  charges  the  federal  party 
with  a  design  to  sever  the  union,  either  mis¬ 
apprehends  their  views,  or  else  is  guilty  of  a 
wanton  and  cruel  calumny. 

But  Mr.  Dexter  advances  opinions,  which 
prove,  tliat  our  national  irulers  are  doing  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  produce  this  disunion^ 
unless  we  admit  that  the  people  have  no 
Hghts^  and  that  no  violation  whatever  of  the 
constitution  oan  justify  a  resistance  to  their 
measurca. 


% 


•VHE  EXAMINER  33? 

Hoes  Mr.  Be}iter  charge  the  federalists  the  union,  is  to  accuse  them  of  murdering  the 
with  a  design  of  severing  the  states?  This  is  favourite  child  of  their  bosom, 
the  first  question.  Let  us  hear  him  on  this  But  we  shall  not  deny  that  these  great  and 
subject.  good  men,  with  whom,  however,  I  have  no 

“  The  writer  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  other  connexion  than  that  of  a  generous  gra- 
to  practice  indiscriminate  opposition,  to  para-  titude,  h?Lye  feU  alarmed  for  the  safety  and 
lyze  the  public  energy  and  endanger  the  union  preservation  of  this  infant  object  of  their 
qjf  these  states?^  Mr.  Dexter’s  address.  cares  and  anxieties.  They  have  seen  it  pass 

This  necessarily  implies,  that  some  persons  into  new  hands  that  knew  not  Joseph.  ’  They 
worse,  and  less  patriotic  than  the  writer^  did.  have  seen  its  beautiful  features  mutilated. 
This  cannot  be  supposed  to  mean  the  tools  of  Look,  now,  at  the  acts  of  the  nortliern 
government,  of  course  it  was  meant  for  the  states,  since  they  have  been  under  federal 
devoted  federalists.  management,  and  compare  them  with  the 

Again.  “Why  make  speeches  and  publica-  measures  of  the.  presejit  rulers  oIl  the  national 
lions  to  prove  that  we  are  absolved  from  an  government,  when  they  n'ere  in  the  minority, 
allegiance,  and  hint  that  an  attempt  to  divide  What  illegal  or  unconstitutional  measure 
the  empire  might  be  justified.”  This  also  is  have  the  federalists  a<lopted  ?  Where  have 
a  hint  that  either  the  Governor's  speeches^  or  they  embodied  themselves  in  hostility  to  the 
the  s[)eeches  of  members  of  congress,  or  of  national  authority  ?  Did  they  not  submit  to 
the  state  legislatures  tended  to  that  object,  an  eighteen  months’  embargo,  which  Mr.  Dex- 
We  are  not  such  fools  or  children  as  not  to  ter  declared  unconstitutional,  with  nothing 
know,  that  this  was  the  necessaiy  inference  but  a  deep  and  half  surpressed  murmur  ? 
from  this  suggestion.  What  did  Mr.  Madison  when  the  national 

Again.  “  Interminable  hostility  would  be  government  vindicated  our  honour,  assailed 
the  effect  or  consequence  of  accomplishing  and  tarnished  by  France? 

Much  a  severance^  He  went  into  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 

These  sentences  all  imply  the  existence  of  and  declared  the  acts  of  the  national  govem- 
fuch  a  dedgn^  and  they  give  as  much  counte-  ment  void.  The  Virginians  said  that  “  on« 
nance  as  he  could  give,  to  the  aspersions  upon  hundred  thousand  free  and  indep(3ndent  Vir- 
thc  federal  party,  in  all  the  democratic  pa-  giniaus  stood  ready  with  their  arms  in  their 
pers  for  several  years  past.  hands,  to  vindicate  the  state  rights  against 

I  repeat,  that  Mr.  Dexter  must  have  intend-  tlie  national  authority.” 

Cid  this  should  be  applied  to  the  leading  feder-  The  Pennsylvanians  rose  in  arms,  threaten- 
alists,  because  the  other  party,  so  long  as  they  ed  to  murder  the  national  officers  and  burn 
can  rob  the  people,  and  oppress  them,  under  tlieir  houses. 

colour  of  the  national  authority,  cannot  be  Such  were  their  principles  and  their  con- 
supposed  to  wish  a  destruction  of  that  jiower  duct :  but  they  have  met  no  followers  in  Mas- 
under  which  they  enjoy  tlieir  illgotten  wealth  sachusetts,  against  the  most  oppressive  acts, 
and  honours.  We  would  now  inquire  what  Mr.  Dexter’s 

This  lieing,  then,  most  clearly,  Mr.  Dex-  new  friends,  and  to  which  he  is 

ter’s  meaning,  I  pronounce  it  and  mean  to  so  submissive^  have  done  to  destroy  the  union? 
prove  it  to  be  an  undeserved  calumny.  We  prcvsurae  that  Mr.  Dexter  will  not  dis- 

Brought  up  in  the  principles  of  Washington,  pute  any  of  the  following  fundamental  princi- 
and  having  derived  what  little  I  may  possess  pies  of  civil  society. 

of  political  knowledge  from  Washington’s  €k>vemilfient .  is  instituted  for  the  common 
early  and  fast  friends,  among  wliom  was  our  benefit  qf*  all  the  people, 
excellent  governor,  I  have  been  able  to  know  They  ought  to  be  impartial  and  equal  in  all 
the  private  opinion  of  these  Washington  fer  their  laws.  The  right  of  the  people  to  pro^ 
deralists,  and  lean  pronounce  that  nothing  can  tection  in  their  lawful  callings,  is  as  sacred  as 
be  more  abhorrent  to  their  feeling,  than  a  sc-  the  duty  of  obedience  to  just  laws. 
paration  of  the  states,  except  slavery.  If  the  government  violate  the  constitution. 

But  Messrs,  editors,  what  are  the  public  oppress  the  people*,  refuse  to  them  that  pro- 
facts  on  this  subject  ?  Who,  when  the  union  te<kion  for  which  government  was  instituted, 
tvas  a  mere  rope  of  sand,  when  the  fabric  was  they  are  usurpers,  and  are  not  entitled  to  obe- 
crumbling  to  atoms,  brought  about  this  con-  dience. 

stitution  ?  Were  they  not  such  men  as  Wash-  If  they  destroy  rights,  important  rights 
ington,  and  Strong,  and  Hamilton,  and  Par-  which  they  are  “  bound  to  protect,”  they  are 
sons,  and  Ames,  and  King  ?  a  government  de  facto,  but  do  not  de  jure ; 

Where  was  Mr.  Dexter,  in  that  day  ?  Where,  and  the  people  are  absolved  from  their  alle- 
Mr.  Gerry  ?  giance. 

Men  are  not  apt  to  regard  with  coldness  If  I  were  to  say  that  onr  government  had 
their  own  offspring.  Is  it  for  those  who  laid  so  done,  Mr.  Dexter  might  adduce  it  as  anoth- 
by  in  such  times  of  energy  and  exertion  to  er  proof  of  a  design  to  sever  the  union.  But 
come  forward  and  reap  where  they  have  not  I  have  too  much  prudence  to  say  this.  1 
jorced  ?  rather  prefer  to  bring  Mr.  Dexter  as  a  witness 

To  accuse  tbc  federalists  ef  enmity  against  before  the  court  against  his  new  friends. 
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The  hon.  Mr.  Dexter  s;ays,  ^at  I  have  not 
Wild,  that  the  embargo  act  “oveHeaps  the 
bounds  of  constitulional  power.” 

“  That  it  corrupts  us  and  renders  perjury 
familiar.” 

“  'Fhat  it  is  vnjust  and  op-presshe  to  the 
mercantile  part  of  society,  and  destrm/a  invalu¬ 
able  interests  whicli  the  government  is  bound 
to  respect,** 

“  That  it  aims  a  fatal  blow  at  our  unex¬ 
ampled  progress  in  wealth  and  general  im¬ 
provement.” 

Now  if  only  one  half  of  Mr.  Dexter’s  charges 
accainst  this  cu  t  be  true,  the  people  are  absol¬ 
ved  from  their  allc^iance^  unless  Mr.  Dexter 
will  contend,  that  the  government  may  over¬ 
leap  the  constitution,  destroy  invaluable  rights 
which  they  are  bound  to  protect,  and  aim  a 
fatal  blow  at  tlie  prosperity  of  the  people,  and 
yet  that  the  people,  are  bound  to  submit; 
the  constitution  still  remains  entire  and  bind¬ 
ing;  mark  it.  It  is  on  Mr.  Dexter’s  assertions 
I  ground  my  inference. 

Such  were  not  the  principles  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  in  ICdU.  Such  were  not  the  principles  of 
our  own  revolution. 

Hritain  did  not  aim  so  fatal  a  blow  as  this 
act  at*  our  prosperity.  She  only  attempted 
to  tax  us  without  our  consent.  Yet  because 
this  mi^ht  hij  possibility  lead  to  some  of  the 
consequences  which  Mr.  Dexter  declares  tliis 
actually  does  jiroduce,  to  w  it,  destroy  invalua¬ 
ble  interests^  we  resisted  to  blood,  and  we  re¬ 
sisted  successfully. 

Sir  WjUiani  Blackstone,  (certainly  not  the 
most  ardent  friend  of  civil  liberty,)  in  examin¬ 
ing  the  right  of  resista}ue,  even  in  the  monar¬ 
chy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  power  of  the 
crown  aqd  parliament  to  make  laws^  limits 
that  power  14  this  manner.  ”  Unless  where 
the  constitution  hath  expressly,  or  by  evident 
consequence  laid  down  some  exception  or 
biYundary.**  Hf3  then  proceeds  to  say,  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  permit  the  suhj^t  to  “dis¬ 
obey  in  the  onlinary  course  of  law.”  “  Pkay, 
(said  Blackstone)  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law, 
lor  I  do  not  speak  of  those  extraordinai'y  rc- 
sources  to  frsl  principles  which  are  necessary 
when  the  contracts  of  society  are  in  danger  of 
dissolution^  and  the  law  proves  too  weak  a  de¬ 
fence  against  the  violence  of  fraud  and  op¬ 
pression.”  Such  were  a  loyal  Fhiglishman’s 
ideas  of  the  right  of  resistance  to  unconstitu¬ 
tional  acts.  They  may  seem  too  Jierce  and 
to-A  stubborn  for  a  man  whose  ancestors  slum 
ber  in  the  cementaries  of  France;  but  we 
must  aver,  that  our  people  have  as  yet  showsii 
none  of  the  spirit  of  their  ancestors,  and  have 
bet»'dved  no  disposition  to  opposition,  that 
ought  to  alarm  even  so  loyal  a  man  as  Mn 
Dexter. 

f  ought  however,  with  frankness  to  state,  that 
many  men  believe  that  there  are  evils  worse 
tlKiii  disunion.  I  am  one  of  those.  I  am  not 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  avow  my  opinions.  1 
think  slavery  rvorse.  By  slavery,  I  mean  gross 


and  intolerable  oppression/  insecurity  in  our 
rights,  and  uiirea^sonahle  searches  and  sei¬ 
zures.  One  act  wnich  i  will  inetitioii  as  an 
omen  of  approaching  slavery:  'Fhe  seizure  on 
the  public  road,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  belonging  to  a  bank  created 
under  the  authority  of  this  sovereign  state,  by 
a  collector  who  had  the  impudence  to  avow 
that  he  had  no  suspicions,  and  indeed  he  could 
have  none,  that  it  was  destined  to  the  enemy. 

Another  mark  of  approaching  slavery,  is, 
that  wlien  our  h  gislature  unanimously  (fede¬ 
ralists  and  democrats)  requested  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  restore  the  money  so  plundcrod  he 
tauntingly  told  them,  in  substance,  the  law 
was  op<Mi  to  them,  they  might  go  and  give 
I)ond  for  three  times  the  value,  and  take  their 
01V n  vroperty  home. 

Another  symptom  of  approaching  slaveiy,  is 
the  shooting  and  whipping  and  imprisoning 
our  citizens  by  military  officers,  without  law¬ 
ful  warrant  or  trial. — Many  such  cases  have 
occurred, 

.Another  thing  very  mueh  like  slavery,  is 
the  forhiddin:;  our  taking  fi'ili  for  our  food,  of 
procuring  w’ood  for  our  fuel* 

Is  union  better  with  slavery,  than  a  rcpcc- 
tahle  state  (as  big  as  the  United  State?  were 
ill  1777,  w'hen  they  declared  themselves  inde¬ 
pendent)  would  be  w  ith  the  blessings  of  free¬ 
dom  ?  I  am  not  prepared  to  turn  my  children 
into  the  droves  of  Virginia  negroes,  to  be 
scourged  by  a  black  or  white  negro  ilriver. 

Yet  Mr.  Dexter  prefers  slavery  and  union, 
if  I  understand  him  right.  He  says,  an  act  U 
“  unconstitutional,  oppressive,  unjust,  and  des* 
stroys  invaluable  interests,  corrupts  the  morals 
of  the  people,  and  aims  a  fatal  blow  at  our 
prosperity.”  I  cannot  conceive  what  slavery 
could  do  more. 

If  the  interests  destroyed  are  invaluable^ 
they  must  be  at  least  as  valuable  as  union,  un¬ 
less  union  is  w’orth  more  than  that  which  is 
invalulfle. 

Yet  to  this  act,  Mr.  Dexter  advises  sub¬ 
mission,  he  thinks  it  ought  not  to  be  opposed. 
He  censures  us  even  for  talking  against  it ; 
for  we  have  done  no  more  than  talk.  He 
must  prefer,  therefore,  slavery  and  union  to 
fn^edom  and  disunion'.  So  do  the  French. 
“  Que  le  grand  Empire  soil  indivisible  et  que 
L’  Einpereur  tyrannise.”  “  Let  the  Emperor 
tyrannize,  provided  the  great  empire  be  t/n- 
broken.  Lrfit  us  feed  our  vanity  on  its  great¬ 
ness,  though  we  cannot  feed  our  children 
bread.”  Such  are  not  American  or  British 
feelings.  But  w*hat  is  Mr.  Dexter’s  remedy 
for  these  evils  which  he  describes  with  so 
much  pathos?  The  “  vis  mcdicatrix,”  (or  to 
translate  it  for  his  new  friends,)  the  “  healing 
force”  of  our  system.  That  is  the  system 
will  cure  itself.  The  medicines  he  recom¬ 
mends  to  aid  this  healing  force,  are  “  magnan¬ 
imous  moderation”  and  “  candid  discussion.” 

Of  the  former  we  have  certainly  taken 
enough,  and  the  disease  has  not  been  abated. 
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or  tht  latter,  Mr.  Dexter  has  been  in  the 
free  use  these  five  years,  and  yet  he  never 
could  convince  the  judges  of  the  federal 
courts,  or  any  man  alive,  that  ever  I  heard  of. 
So  far  from  the  symptoms  of  this  “  restrictive 
disease**  yielding  to  Mr.  l>exter*s  magnani- 
Hious  moderation  and  candid  discussion,  it  is 
said  to  rage  still  more  tiercely  iu  the  south 
than  ever.  Kentucky  has  lately  voted  the 
embargo  the  greatest  prodiity  of  humau  wis¬ 
dom.  .4iKi  tvvo  iiiemhei*s  of  Congress  declar¬ 
ed  that  they  would  enforce  it  at  the  e.xpense  | 
of  the  blood  of  all  the  minority;  that  is  to! 
say.of  millions  nf  peoi>le.  1  wish  Mr.  I 
Dexter  would  try  a  stout  dose  of  his  magna-| 
Dimoiis  moderation  and  candid  discussion  on ! 
these  bloody  minded  men,  aud  if  tiiat  suc- 
ce^'ds,  wv  iii.ay  listen  to  him  ;  till  which  time,  | 
he  will  indulge  us  in  prcfcFring  the  ti'inpe-. 
rate,  cousistent  Gov.  Strong  to  a  man,  wlio  i 
“  doi'S  not  belong  to  one  party,  but  w  ho 
abuses  the  other.” 

We  have  no  wish  or  idea  of  a  separation  of 
the  states.  We  have  only  a  desire  that  we 
idioiild  be  as  united  in  action,  as  we  are  in  suf- ! 
feeing,  so  that  we  may  speak  a  language  which  | 
can  be  htard  at  H'ashmgtoa.  It  is  because . 
they  think  ns  disunited^  that  they  dare  thus  to  j 
oppress  and  threats  the  commercial  states.  | 

ff'e  are  the  true  friends  of  unimi,  who  j 
would  compel  congress  by  our  spirited  and  I 
united  language  and  conduct,  to  atlliere  to  the 
principles  in  which  the  union  was  founded. — 
•That  union  which  we  cherish,  is  not  an  empty 
Dame  under  whose  sanction  such  deeds  of  ty- 
rannv  are  to  be  committed,  but  a  substantial 
blessing,  for  which  we  surrender  a  portion  of  the 
»ov«r»3ignty  of  this  free  and  independent  state. 

These  are  our  principles.  Lc't  not  Mr. 
Dexter  or  any  man  again  misunderstand  or 
misstate  them.  They  are  as  pure  as  his,  and 
at  least  as  reconcileahle  with  themselves  and 
with  civil  lil>erty.  We  shall  make  a  summa¬ 
ry  conclusion  of  this  temperate  examination 
of  federal  principles,  and  Mr.  Dexter’s  creed, 
hi  our  next. 


NO.  VII— AND  LAST. 

Mr.  Dexter's  motives  for  ivritinfi^  such  a  creed. 

Suinman/  view  of  this  extraordinary  letter. 

•“  During  the  Aimirican  war  they„  said  Mr. 
fox,  (meaning  himself  and  the"  illustrious 
Burke}  had  togf^tlier  rejoiced  at  the  successes 
•f  Washington,  and  had  sympathized  almost 
ift  tears  for  the  fate  of  Montgomery.** 

Such  were  the  opinions  of  two  of  the  purest 
and  most  enlightened  patriots  that  Great 
Britain  ever  produced.  They  did  not  con¬ 
sider  true  patriotism  as  a  narrow,  viilgar  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  wicked  or  weak  administra¬ 
tion  of  their  country. 

Their  ideas  of  morality  were  more  sublime, 
more  iihei*al,  more  enlai’ged.  They  thought 
that  if  the  administration  were'  pursuing  a 
‘‘ruinous  and  hopeless  war,*'  especially  an  un- 
jiBe  Qn€,  true  patfiotitm  would  even  at 


the  defeat  of  such  wicked  or  iveak  pw^cts^ 
and  would  not  confound  the  cause  of  their 
country^  witli  the  ctmse  of  a  faction.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  Washington  they  knew  v/ould  bring 
about  a  peace,  and  drive  a  comipt  ministry 
from  power.  They  therefore  hailed  it  as  a 
blessing.  If  Mr.  l)exter  had  possessed  the- 
extensive  knowledge  and  enlightened  patriot¬ 
ism  of  tliese  great  nieii,  he  would  never  have 
given  currency  to  the  contradictory  and  sla¬ 
vish  doctrines  which  we  are  about  to  exhibit* 
in  a  concise  form,  that  every  mao  who  reads, 
may  uiiderstaBd  them. 

Before  we  give  thi.-?  summary  view  of  this 
letter,  we  wish  to  say  a  won!  or  two  upon  the 
motives  or  objects  of  the  writer.  We  do  not 
mean  his  secret  motives;  those  are  known 
only  to  himself  and  to  God.  We  mean  the 
apparent  motives. 

We  have  heard  almost  as  many  opinions 
about  the  objects  which  Mr.  Dexter  intended 
to  effect  by  this  letter  as  there  were  readers. 

This  is  certainly  a  proof  that  it  had  a  stu¬ 
died  or  unfortunate  obscurity. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  consider  several  of 
the  assigned  motives.  Every  man  will  admit 
that  it  is  a  novelty  in  iVew-Fngiand  for  a  pri¬ 
vate  citizen,  tuovcver  iliustrious,  to  give  hi» 
whole  j)olitical  creed.  Washington,  to  be 
sure  did  it  iu  his  farewell  address;  but  Dex¬ 
ter  is  very  far  fro4n  being  a  Washington.  If 
any  other  man  had  done  it,  it  would  have 
been  called  arrogance,  in  that  day. 

It  is  asked.  First,,  did  Mr.  i)exter  write  thi» 
letter  to  decline  being  a  candidate  ?  He  says 
he  wishes  “  to  be  understood  in  his  onn  con^ 
duct."  What  conduct  does  he  refer  to  ?  To 
his  declining  ? 

We  have  pursued  it  with  the  most  critical 
attention ;  we  have  asked  every  judge,  law¬ 
yer,  belles  lettres  scholar,  divine,  merchant* 
mechanic,  and  private  citizen  we  have  seen* 
whether  Mr.  Dexter  declines.  Not  a  man  of 
them  can  perceive  that  he  does. 

There  are  some  strong  sentences  which  im¬ 
ply  that  he  does  not.  The  democratic  pa¬ 
pers  say,  explicitly  that  he  does  not  decline. 

If  the  letter  then  was  written  to  decline,  he 
has  l)een  very  unhappy  in  being  “  understood 
in  his  conduct,**  which  he  says  was  his  object. 

Secondly.  Does  he  agree  to  accept  if  the 
party  to  which  he  does  not  belong,  should  sue-, 
ceed  in  choosing  him  ? 

We  cannot  find  except  by  implication,  that 
he  will  accept.  It  would  seem  that  as  he 
thinks  every  body  else  in  the  wrong,  federal¬ 
ist  and  democrat,  and  as  he  is  the  only  true 
patriot,  he  would  feel  himself  bound  to  accept, 

**  His  magnanimous  moderation  and  candid 
discussion,”  he  may  think  may  raise  the  em¬ 
bargo,  persuade  Great  Britain  to  yield  her 
maritime  rights,  and  convert  the  white  deini 
savages  of  the  west  into  a  civilized  and  gentle 
l  ace  of  men. 

Tkinliy.  But  perhaps  his  apology  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  excuse  htinself  (or  derfinh^.  inasmuch 
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as  he  says  be  it  not  a  candidate  for  office.  One 
would  think  there  could  hardly  be  a  necessity 
for  a  proud  and  lofty  minded  man  to  give  any 
reasoas  why  be  should  not  be  degraded  by  be¬ 
ing  placed  “  cheek  by  jowl”  with  Dana,  and 
Holmes,  and  Austin ;  why  he  would  not  quit 
bis  literary,  judicial  and  domestic  friends  to 
be  associated  with  those  men  who  have  in* 
cessantly  and  unjustly  represented  him  as  a 
monster  of  political  iniquity. 

This,  therefore,  could  not  have  been  his 
motives ;  because  there  was  no  necessity  for 
it.  We  should  have  been  more  surprised  if 
be  did  accept. 

But,  Fourthly,  Was  it  to  explain  nhy  the 
democrats  set  him  up  ?  We  frankly  confess 
that  we  think  this  was  his  object ;  and  we  be¬ 
lieve  every  man  who  reads  the  letter  again, 
with  a  view  to  inquire  into  his  motives,  will 
also  admit  that  we  are  right. 

It  was  to  account,  as  he  says  for  “  the  sin¬ 
gular  fact  of  his  being  nominated  by  a  party  to 
wbith  be  does  not  belong.” 

In  this  view  we  think  his  letter  perfectly 
satisfactory.  It  affords  abundant  reasons  w'hy 
the  democrats  of  Massachusetts  should  select 
him.  He  is  more  in  unison  with  them  than 
with  the  federalists  He  is  in  favour  of  the 
war.  This  secures  to  them  all  their  offices, 
their  contracts,  their  jobs.  This  secures  to 
bis  brother  in  law.  Marshal  Prince,  his  20,(X)p 
dollars  a  year;  to  Seaver  and  all  the  tax 
gatherers  their  commissions ;  to  the  officers  of 
the  army  their  epaulets,  their  rations  and  their 
pay. 

As  to  the  embargo,  though  he  is  opposed  to 
it,  yet  as  he  would  only  apply  the  remedy  of 
”  magnanimous  moderation  and  candid  discus¬ 
sion,”  they  can  easily  forgive  him  his  theoreti¬ 
cal  difference  of  opinion.  They  knew  Varnuni 
could  not  be  carried;  3,nd' they  hoped,  as  he 
vainly  did,  that  such  a  luminary  would  draw 
into  his  vortex  all  his  satellites. 

Unhappily  for  them  and  him  they  are  but 
few,  and  those  only  satellites  of  the  fifth  inag- 
oitude.  Massachusetts  has  no  materials  for  a 
quid  party.  They  are  either  Washingtonians 
ev  rank  democrats. 

Let  the  people  judge  whether  I  have  fairly 
solved  Mr.  Dexter’s  motives  for  this  enigmati¬ 
cal  address. 

What  is  Mr.  Dexter’s  creed  as  we  have  now 
shown  it  7  Let  us  review  it  in  brief,  and  its  in¬ 
consistencies. 

If/.  The  war  is  just — ^but  then  it  is  just  only 
on  the  ground  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  as 
they  have  long  since  ceased,  of  course,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Dexter,  it  is  now  unjust, 

2d,  The  vis  inerivL,  that  is  the  sluggishness 
of  true  patriotism,  is  not  competent  to  defend 
oven  Mr.  Dexter  against  the  assaults  of  the 
ambitious  men  of  the  federal  party. 

But  the  “  vis  rnedicatrij;'*  of  these  same  pa¬ 
triots  is  strong  enough  to  raise  the  Embargo, 
restore  the  equilibrium  of  the  states,  force 
Britain  to  peace  and  hea!  all  our  differences.” 


3d/^.  You  have  a  right  to  free  discussion— 
but  then  it  must  be  in  whispers  least  you  “  be 
overheard  by  tlie  enemy.”  if  you  tell  your 
wrongs  to  the  world  it  is  “  sedition.” 

dthly.  When  the  w’ar  is  once  declared  you 
”  must  submit.” — ”  You  must  not  degrade 
the  resources  or  magnanimity  of  your  country. 
The  government  are  absolute  as  to  the  noode 
of  conducting  the  war.” 

”  Yet  I,  Mr.  Dexter,  may  declare,  the  mode 
of  carrying  on  the  w  ar  hopeless.  I  may  tell 
the  world  and  the  enemy,  that  we  have  no  mo¬ 
ney,  men  or  credit,  and  that  the  people  aro 
disgusted.” 

bth.  The  government  have  passed  ”  uncon¬ 
stitutional  laws,”  “oppressive, unjust, destruc¬ 
tive  of  invaluable  rights;  they  aim  a  fatal  blow 
at  the  prosperity  of  the  people.” 

But  if  you  hold  sweet  council  together  to  re¬ 
store  the  Constitution  to  its  true  principles :  if 
you  attempt  to  unite  in  a  remonstrance  against 
these  wrongs  with  any  other  states,  having  a 
common  cause,  common  feelings,  and  common 
sufferings,  this  is  an  attempt  to  “  sever  the 
UnionJ''* 

“Trust  then  to  me — /will  lead  you  into  plea¬ 
sant  vallies — /  w  ill  give  you  to  eat  and  to  drink 
from  green  pastures  and  bubbling  fountains—' 
/  will  be  your  shepherd  and  your  guide.” 

“  By  iiiy  *  magnanimous  moderation  and 
candid  discussion,’  I  will  heal  all  your  wounds, 
and  relieve  all  your  diseases.” 

8uch  Mr.  Dexter’s  letter  appears  to  me. 

I  then  assign  the  following  reasons  why  I 
prefer  STRONG  to  Dexter : 

1st.  Because  Strong  never  wrote  an  am¬ 
biguous  letter,  just  before  an  election,  which 
noliody  could  understand  thoroughly,  but 
which  every  body  could  perceive  had  more 
mischief  than  good  in  it. 

2d.  Because  Strong  has  not  the  arrogance 
to  sup(K)se,  that  he  know's  more  than  all  the 
persons  elected  by  the  |>eople  either  on  one 
side  or  the  other. 

3d.  Because  Strong  never  was  set  up  by 
the  party  to  which  he  does  not  belong,  ofeourse 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  Gerry  party  do 
not  like  him,  while  they  avow  they  like  Mr, 
Dexter. 

4th.  Because  Strong  will  not  order  out 
the  militia,  and  Mr.  Dexter,  on  his  own  prin¬ 
ciples  must  and  will. 

5th.  Because  Strong  thinks  the  war  t/n- 
just  and  therefore,  in  his  conscience,  opposed 
it — and  Dexter  thinks  it  Just,  and  therefore, 
in  his  conscience,  must  and  does  support  it. 

6th.  Because  Strong  has  rendered  thirty 
years’  able  and  faitliful  services  to  the  public, 
and  I  do  not  recollect  any  of  moment  which  hit 
new  rival  has  rendered.  I  forbear  to  enter 
into  the  two  or  tliree  years  of  public  life  of  Mr. 
Dexter,  because  I  would  avoid  personalities, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  harrow  up  tlie  events  of 
1800  and  1801. 

In  fine,  we  have  a  Patriot  at  our  head,  who  is 
as  near  to  Washington  in  his  character,  in  his 
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piety*  his  Morality*  his  prudence,  his  love  of 
liberty,  law  and  commerce,  and  as  much  at¬ 
tached  to  his  country,  as  any  man.  His  hold 
upon  this  life  is  short.  He  knows  he  is  soon  to 
appear  before  an  awful  tribunal,  to  answer  for 
the  use  of  the  great  talents  and  opportunities 
afforded  him  in  this  life,  and  is  perfectly  sensi¬ 
ble  to,  and  acts  under  a  sense  of,  this  great  re¬ 
sponsibility.  1  am  not  disposed  to  change  him 
for  a  man  who  may  have  some  of  these  quali¬ 
ties,  but  about  whom  I  know  much  less,  and 
from  his  letter  never  wish  to  know  more, 

Cnncludimr  note — to  Readers, 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing  Temperate  Ex¬ 
amination  has  now  redeemed  the  pledge  he 
gave  to  the  public.  1 1  will  be  observed  that  he 
has  avoided  all  personalities,  it  is  only  Mr. 
Dexter,  as  he  appears  in  his  Ad/lress  to  the 
Electors,  that  has  been  the  subject  ofcriticism. 
It  was  public  property ;  nay,  it  was  both  a 
challenge  and  defiance,  in  the  proudest  strain. 

With  a  sling  and  a  stone  only  have  we  ven¬ 
tured  to  go  out  against  this  Goliath  of  the  De¬ 
mocratic  Philistines. 

Mr.  Dexter,  personally^  may  be  modest,  con¬ 
sistent,  a  friend  to  civil  liberty,  open  and  frank. 

But  his  address,  like  some  mirrors  which 
distort,  certainly  would  give  a  very  different 
idea  of  his  character. 

Let  me  intreat  all  the  young,  ardent  and 
generous  minds,  who  feel  that  I\1r,  Dexter  has 
made  an  unprovoked  attack  on  his  late  political 
friends,  to  abstain  from  all  personal  reflections. 
There  can  be  the  less  excuse  for  them  in 
this  case,  as  Mr.  Dexter  has  done  every  thing 
for  us  we  could  wish.  “  Oh  !  that  mhie  enemy 
would  write  a  book,”  is  the  language  of  Holy 
Writ ;  and  in  no  case  was  it  more  applicable 
than  in  the  present.  Such  a  letter  as  Mr. 
Dexter’s  might  have  suited  the  Rump  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  could  have  made  an  excellent  address 
IVom  Cromwell  to  that  body.  Professions  at 
that  day  were  in  fashion — they  passed  for 
something; — but  in  the  present  age,  and  in  this 
country,  wc  rather  Judge  of  men  by  their  deeds. 
We  know  in  our  age  that  a  man  may  “  not 
a'^k  any  thing  of  the  government  or  people,”' 
and  yet  be  willing  to  take  anything  he  can  get; 
and  he  may  be  ”  no  candidate  for  office,”  and 
yet  make  infinite  exertion  to  get  elected. 

But  when  such  a  design  is  discovered  it  is 
very  apt  to  be  defeated.  That  all  designs 
against  the  public  good  may  be  remlered  abor¬ 
tive,  and  all  men  may  stand  before  the  public 
in  the  light  they  deserve,  is  the  sincere  prayer 
of  THE  AUTHOR 

Boston,  March  10, 1814. 


Rotation  in  Office. — Since  the  first  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Madison,  that  is,  five  years, 
there  have  been  two  Secretaries  of  State, 
viz.  Robert  Smith,  and  James  Monroe, 
three  Sccrettrias  Of  War;  vits#  Henry 
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Dearborn,  William  Eustis,  and  John 
Armstrong:  two  actual  and  one  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz.  Albert 
Gallatiu,  William  Jones,  and  George  W. 
Campbell ;  two  Secretaries  of  the  Navy, 
viz.  Paul  Hamilton,  and  William  Jones  f 
and  three  Attorney  Generals,  viz.  Cicsar 
A.  Rodney,  William  Pinkney,  and  Richard 
Rush.  We  believe  not  one  of  these 
changes  has  taken  place  by  the  volunianf 
consent  of  the  inciimiient,  except  Dear- 
t)orir8,  who  was  translated  to  the  office  of 
Collector  at  the  Port  of  Boston.  Smith, 
Eustis,  Hamilton,  Hoilney,  and  Pinkney, 
re.signcd  per  force.  This  train  of  facta 
shows  how  difficult  it  is  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  a  nation,  as  one  would  tliose  of 
a  party. — Conncciicut  Mirror. 

The  following  communication  is  taken 
from  the  Charleston  City  Gazette,  a 
democratic  paper. 

CO.VIVIUXICATIOX, 

Mr.  TfioMAS. — It  affordeil  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  read  in  your  paper  of  Saturday 
last,  a  cominuiiication  relative  to  Joifx 
Adams;  because  1  think  that  gentleman 
entitled,  hy  his  patriotism,  principles  and 
talents,  to  tlie  marked  regards  of  hU 
country;  and  I  know  of  a  truth  he  is  aL 
ready  looked  up  to  by  many  of  our  repub 
lican  citizens,  as  the  successor  to  Mr.  Ma¬ 
dison — and  the  sooner  the  repu.blicana 
generally  exjwess  their  opinion  on  this 
important  subject  the  better,  as  it  will 
tend  to  deter  the  office-seekers  at  Wash¬ 
ington  from  usurping  a  |)ower  which  does 
not  belong  to  them,  and  which,  if  |)erse- 
vered  in,  will  tend  to  render  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  as  corrupt  as  a  ^  Po¬ 
lish  Diet,”  and  our  president  as  little  the 
choice  of  the  people  of*  the  United  States, 
as  were  the  kings  of  that  ill  fated  countiy 
of  the  subjects  over  whom  they  ruled.  In¬ 
deed,  sir,  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  set  tlieir  faces 
against  the  caucus  noininalioiis  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  show  their  detesUilion  of  them 
by  mithholding  their  confidence  from  every 
man  who  attends  and  votes  at  a  caucus,  for 
the  purpose  of  designating  characters  for 
the  office  of  President  and  Pice- President  of 
the  United  States.  VOX  POPULI. 


War. — The  editor  of  a  Kentucky  de¬ 
mocratic  paper  thus  observes : — 

“  War  is  at  all  times  an  evil  of  tremen¬ 
dous  magnitude,  but  most  peculiarly  ini-> 
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mical  to  republi'can  institutions.  Amiiisl 
the  sionn  am!  strife  of  war,  all  the  powers 
ami  latent  enei-icies  of  ‘  government  are' 
tirawn  into  operation.  ArinU’s,  navies, 
influence,  taxation  and  del»t,  the  invete¬ 
rate  destroyers  of  liberty,  are  created  and 
continued.  Power  is  in  its  nature  accu¬ 
mulative  ;  the  exercise  of  it  is  delicious, 
ami  has  a  strong  tendency  to  wear  aw  ay 
the  moral  principles  of  the  man  invested 
wilhit.  Any  thing  therefore  wliicli  gives  rise 
to  the  exercise  of  an  unusual  (piantity  of 
it,  must  be  in  itself  pernicious.  'J’he  great 
ciy,  that  the  present  war,  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  will  be  henefirial  in  its  imme¬ 
diate  consequences,  is  a  deception,  a  pious 
fraud,  attempted  to  be  imposed  on  all  the 
j>eople  by  the  minor  advocates  for  tiie 
war.  We  never  can  like  a  dcce[)tious 
argument  to  effect  even  a  good  purpose ; 
it  is  repugnant  to  the  best  princijdes  of 
morals  and  poljti<*s :  it  is  repugnant  to 
the  grand  maxims  of  democracy.  Tlic 
people  will  liiscover,  inevitably,  the  falla¬ 
cy,  at  some  period,  and  then  truth  suffers 
for  its  alliance  with  falsehoocl.  Ves,  let  it 
1)6  distinctly  kiK)wii,  that  war  is  a  great 
national  calamity;  misery  and  pestilence, 
devastation  and  death,  are  its  conccuni- 
tants.” 


The  Petersburg  Intelligencer  declares, 
that  the  mails  have  been  mure  regular 
since  the  removal  of  Mr.  (»ranger  from 
tlie  head  of  that  establishment.  We  do 
not  think  that  this  removal  has  as  yet  had 
any  effect  in  that  respect,  i»iit  we  km^w 
that  in  this  place  the  contrary  has  been 
the  fact.  On  Saturday,  instead  of  a  full 
mail,  but  three  meagre  papers  arrived. 
The  conduct  of  Mr.  Madison  in  turning 
out  the  Postmaster-General,  CJideon  Gran¬ 
ger,  for.no  other  apparent  cause  than  hi^ 
exercising  one  of  (he  duties  of  his  oftice, 
that  of  appointment  in  an  intlependent 
manner,  is  not  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  re- 
prehensible.  Pennsylvania  [petitions  the 
president  to  displace  him,  because  he, 
with  becoming  spirit,  refuse<l  to  appoint 
Hr.  Bache  to  the  office  of  jKist master  of 
Philadelphia,  as  they  w  ith  imperious  hau- 
tc*ur  menacingly  dictated  to  him.  The 
nomination  of  Governor  Return  Jonathan 
Meigs,  a  connexion  of  the  reigning  family, 
Uf  this  office,  has  not  l)een  confirmed  l^y 
the  senate,  who  thus,  by  their  hesitancy, 
have  marked  their  sense  of  the  im[)roprie- 
ty  of  Mr.  Madison’s  conduct.  To  one 
attached  to  federalism,  merel^'^  as  a  party 
'  man,  such  <;onduct  on  the  part  of  the  pre¬ 


sident  w  ould  give  pleasure.  It  must  wilh- 
draw  from  him  the  confidence  of  many  ho^ 
iiourable  mto;  must  excite  necessarily 
disunion  in  the  democratic  ranks,  and 
thus  hasten  the  downfall  of  a  cabinet  at 
present  conspicuous  only  for  folly,  perti¬ 
nacity  and  weakness;  but  to  an  Aniericari 
whose  principles  arise  fruin  a  genuine  love 
of  country,  such  feeble  and  pusiHanimous! 
policy  pursued  by  the  executive  of  the 
union,  w  hich  has  so  direct  a  tendency  to 
sink  the  spirit  of  iutlepeiulence  and  sow 
the  seeds  of  corruption,  inust  be  a  source 
of  grief,  almost  despondence.  The  pe¬ 
riod  of  regeneration,  or  ultimate  ruin,  is 
n<»t  far  distant  ;•  the  people  are  approach¬ 
ing  that  crisis,  v^hen,  not  deserving  the 
happiness  that  is  founded  on  virtue,  they 
will,  uii|iilied,  consign  thetnselves  to  li 
perpetuity  of  slavish  doctrines  and  fmblic 
oppatssion,  or  when,  with  the  standard  of 
Wasiiinglou  in  their  ranks,  ami  his  princi¬ 
ples  ill  their  hearts,  they  will  »narch,  man- 
fullv%  fearlessly,  to  the  polls,  and  by  an 
independent,  judicious,  and  necessary  siif 
frage,  redeem  the  honour  o**  their  country; 
restore  without  dishonour,  that  peace 
whicli  is  inseparable  fr(»m  her  prosperity; 
again  feel  the  influence  of  salutary  and 
constitutional  laws,  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
encouraged  agriculture,  and  taste  the 
sweets  of  liberty  and  commerce,  nuembit- 
tered  by  taxes  and  embargoes. 

JVilm.  {N.  r.)  Gaz. 

New-IIampshirf.  commenced  the  first 
in  the  New-Kngland  elections  of  this  year. 
We  congratulate  the  friends  of  peace,  li¬ 
berty  and  coiinm  rce,  free  trade  alld  sai¬ 
lors’  rights,  on  the  re-election  of  his  ex¬ 
cellency  Governor  Gilman,  by  an  increa¬ 
sed  majority.  Both  branches  of  tlie  le¬ 
gislature  are,  for  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  decidedly  federal. 

“  A  GOOD  ONE.” — An  honest  confession, 
and  a  gross  calumny  in  the  same  breath., 
are  very  unusual.  Yet  the  unnatural  con¬ 
junction  will  be  found  in  the  Columbian, 
of  Thursday.  Mr.  Holt  says,  “  to  repeat 
and  promulgate  the  most  aggravated  and 
unfounded  slanders,  to  abuse  and  villify 
with  impunity,  is  a  mmlern  fcda'ul  privi¬ 
lege,  a  branch  of  the  freedom  of  the  press^ 
which  they  formerly  jn'ohihitcd  hy  scvct$ 
penaitiesy  but  now  practice  as  a  virtue  I” 


